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" Both young men and maidens, old men and children : 

Let them praise the name of the Lord." 

PSA. cxlviii. 12, 13. 



Intf^oduction. 




APPY is the artist who sits down to 
paint that subject which he admires 
more than all other things which he 
has seen, and who looks forward tc 
shew his picture, not to fault-finding strangers, 
but to gentle neighbours and beloved friends 1 
Happy is the advocate who, when called to 
plead, can speak with all his heart, assured 
that the cause he has to maintain is that of 
truth and right, and who may justly hope to 
persuade those who hear his words ! And 
yet more do I count myself happy in that I 
have such a subject to treat, such a cause to 
uphold as Decision for Christ, and such an 
audience to address as Young People 1 

Now and then some one may be found 
who speaks in a slighting manner of young 
people ; but he who does that must have a 
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small heart, if not also a small head, for who 
can be more important than those who are 
soon to fill the places of their elders ? and who 
can be more interesting than the youths and 
maidens of whom we who are older think as 
having been children a day before yesterday, 
and about to be men and women a day after 
to-morrow ? To-day they have in themselves 
all the attractions of past, present, and future. 
How many such I have among my friends is 
more than I can say, but now, while thinking 
of these, I see standing beside and behind 
them fair bands and bright-eyed troops whose 
ears and hearts I long to gain. One thing 
which makes it a pleasure to meet young 
people is that they are, for the most part, 
fresh as opening flowers ; they have not become 
hard in manner and stiff in opinions, nor 
suspicious by being often deceived, nor selfish 
by suffering from the selfishness of others, 
nor tired of everybody and everything, as 
some are who have lived long and lost all 
enjoyment, standing like withered trees in 
the garden of youth ; but are open and free 
in looks and words, meaning no ill, and there- 
fore fearing none. Young people hardly 
know how much pleasure they give by their 
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mere presence, without an effort. How much 
sweetness they can spread around them, yes, 
and how much good they can do when they 
set themselves to help the weak, to cheer the 
sad, to honour the right by their smiles, and 
to punish the wrong by their frowns, it would 
need a bigger book than this to tell. But, it 
must be confessed, there is one thing which 
often hinders those who try to teach or 
counsel young people : it is the difficulty of 
getting and keeping their attention to any 
serious matter. They may read or listen for 
a little while, but soon they cease to heed, 
and if they can do so without rudeness they 
go away or put the book aside. This is owing 
to the natural restlessness of youth, which is 
always seeking, like the little child hurrying 
over the leaves of the picture-book, some- 
thing new. It is only fair, however, to say 
that some excuse is due to young people for 
their impatience of serious words, because 
there are worthy persons who, unfortunately, 
whether they write or talk, are very tiresome; 
they have forgotten what they liked and dis- 
liked when they were between twelve and 
twenty years old, and they prose away till 
they weary instead of win, and vex rather 
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than help. But it is not necessary that 
serious subjects should be dull, or that wise 
words be tedious ; on the contrary, the most 
serious of all subjects is the most interesting, 
and the best, the heavenly wisdom, is that 
which is the most joyful and delightful. 

To those who are in the early days of life 
the world looks bright ; it appears to be a 
great place of entertainment full of shows 
and amusements, all of which they desire to 
see and share as quickly as possible. They 
have not yet found out how hollow, poor, 
and false the world is. They are surrounded 
by many and various objects which both 
attract them and distract them ; while some 
things which seem to be the most enticing 
are full of worse than poison ; and at any 
time they may meet lively smooth-tongued 
men and women who, by hints and jokes and 
sneers, and then by plainer words, try to 
make them think that if they wish to enjoy 
life they must exchange piety for gaiety, must 
quit the society of devout people to copy the 
** fashionable,'' to keep pace with the " fast," 
and learn the " advanced *' opinions of the 
" free-thinking." Greatest danger of all, 
there are some, and they not a few, who 
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hear such things at home, who see members 
of their own families despising religion, pick- 
ing holes in the Bible, scoffing at Christians, 
and turning their backs on that best, that 
dearest Friend who so loved us as to give 
His life to save us. 

For many reasons young people need all 
the help and encouragement, all the warning 
and cheering which can be given them ; they 
do not at first know what is good, or what is 
for their hurt; their enemies may be, in 
manner, more friendly than true friends. 
Wherever we go there are young people to 
be seen who are like little dogs, ready to 
follow any one who will play with them, or 
give them something they like ; even the 
cunning cruel dog stealer, who coaxes them 
away to sell them for his own wicked gain. 

Now, after all that has been just said, I 
hope to get the quiet attention of those for 
whom these pages are written, not because I 
have more skill than others ; not because I 
have a new story to tell ; but because I have 
a good expectation that having been a helper 
of many young people I may be of service to 
more, and that, knowing what they like and 
dislike, I may suit myself to them; and 
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above all, because I trust that their Father 
who is in heaven, may, by His holy Spirit, 
and by His providence, bless this attempt to 
lead them to look at the beauty of the most 
beautiful, to learn of the most wise, to love 
the most loving ; that is, in short, to consider 
and to make their decision for Christ 




Indecision. 




HERE is reason for wishing to have a 
simpler English word to express 
what is meant by "indecision ;" but 
not having what we want we must 
use what we have. We are all, by nature, 
more or less inclined to put off making up 
our minds, and acting on our decision in 
matters which are most important. The 
Anglo-Saxon King Ethelred II. got his added 
name, "the Unready," from a bad practice of 
this kind ; losses and troubles it caused him 
and his people. A lazy, foolish way of 
seeming to gain time, but, in fact, of losing 
it, is this of saying when duty or any just 
cause requires us to decide, as Felix said to 
the apostle Paul, " Go thy way for this time ; 
when I have a convenient season, I will call 
for thee." Yielding to this inclination will 
in time grow into a habit, hard indeed to 
be broken. As rust destroys the strength of 
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iron, so indecision will ruin strong minds and 
bodies, making the finest natural powers use- 
less. King Ethelred had good abilities, and 
when he set about using them did so in 
earnest, but too late for success, too late for 
honour. " Shall I do it, or not ? " " Why 
not put it off till to-morrow or next week ? " 
" I cannot make up my mind, but I wish my 
mind would make up itself." **Yes, I will ; 
no, I will not ; but if I must, then, perhaps, 
I will." Let any one think what silly speeches 
these, and such as these, are. Take as an 
example, but one to be shunned, a youth 
who is offered by his father a choice of two 
or three things, and is advised to decide, say 
in a year, whether he will take this, that, or 
the other for his business in life. Instead of 
asking the advice of experienced men, thinking 
the matter well over, and praying God to 
guide him to choose as will be, on the whole, 
for the best, he talks one day one way, another 
day another way, takes up and puts down 
each plan, goes back to what he dropped, and 
drops what he took up, gets ashamed of saying 
what he will do or will not do, grieves his 
father, is passed by others, gets too old for 
this, is thought to be too slow for that, and 
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nobody will take him for the other occupation ; 
and so he sinks into that most miserable crea- 
ture, a do-nothing, who once, if it had not 
been for giving way to indecision, might have 
been fit for anything, but is now fit for nothing, 
like a piece of spoiled wood drifting with the 
tide, now up, then down, till a low ebb takes 
it at last out of sight, we know not where. 

It makes one almost, if not quite angry to 
hear, as one often does, when young people 
are urged to decide and do something which 
is easy enough — "I cannot." Little children 
say so when they are bidden to get out of 
bed, or step into the bath, or repeat a short 
lesson, all which they can do with ease if they 
will, but they do not will, and that is the fault. 
To those who are older than children and 
who yet say, to excuse their indecision — " I 
cannot," one might rightly say, speak the truth, 
you can decide, and you can act on your de- 
cision if you will. Then, perhaps, a little 
stirred by the rebuke, they are ready to say, 
" I am going to do so." I have known some 
persons who had a trick of covering them- 
selves by sayings of that sort, but they who 
talk most of gomi^ to do, are those who do 
least; they are like squirrels in a treadmill 
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cage, who make a show of going forward, but 
they get no farther on. There is a cheat 
which folks of this kind practise on them- 
selves : they say they are going to do such and 
such things, then, having so said, they bring 
themselves to think that this is a kind of de- 
ciding and doing ! 

Indecision is sure to cause unhappiness. 
The mind, conscious that something has to 
be done, or ought to be done, cannot rest ; 
even self-indulgence is troubled by self- 
reproach, while the fear of consequences, in- 
cluding it may be, exposure to the reproaches 
of one or more whose favour and approval are 
valued, must spoil what otherwise might be 
enjoyed. Many are the pains of remorse and 
self-condemnation suffered by those who have 
allowed indecision to carry them past some 
great opportunity, as a river carries away from 
the landing-place that boat whose oars are idly 
dipping in the water, when he who had them 
in his hands should have rowed hard to shore. 

Indecision is a mark of ignorance; it im- 
plies that the right course is not known, that 
the mind's eyes are dim, if not blind. If 
ignorance do not explain it, then indecision 
js a mark of weakness j fox, xVv^ i\^Vv^ b^iu^ 



known, there must be a feebleness of character 
which does not at least try to do what is owned 
to be the fit and proper thing to be done. 

Indecision is a mark of mental or moral 
cowardice. What else can that state of mind 
be in which a petty fear of things which a 
brave spirit despises can keep one shrinking, 
wavering, halting between two opinions, while 
Right and Reason, like two silver trumpets, 
sound aloud, — " Go forward ? " When God 
gave to Moses and the Israelites this word of 
command, the enemy was behind, the sea 
was in front ; to go back was destruction, to 
wait and waver was the same, to advance 
seemed as bad, but in reality this was the 
only way of safety, there was no time for 
feeble change or delay ; with grand decision 
Moses obeyed at once, and led the glorious 
march to victory and freedom. Compare 
with this the indecision of Pharoah. He would 
and he would not obey the warning given to 
him ; he promised, and broke his word, he 
owned his faults and repeated them, and so 
went on from bad to worse till, having let the 
people go, he could not stand to his decision, 
but pursued after them to undo what he had 
done, and ended his mdec\s\oxvm^^^Nx\sOcsss^. 
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S the rock is to the wave so is decision 
to indecision. St James describes 
the wave in the words : "A double- 
minded man is unstable in all his 
ways ; " " He that wavereth is like a wave of 
the sea driven with the wind and tossed." 
Joshua speaks for the rock : " Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve ; as for me and my 
house we will serve the Lord." In some 
minds decision is quicker than in others, but 
the slower sort may be stronger and more 
enduring. Some decide without due thought, 
others consider well, and then, having looked 
at the matter with open eyes, take their stand 
and keep their ground. Napoleon decided 
very quickly ; Wellington took more time, but 
his decision once made was acted on till 
crowned with victory. Whatever differences 
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of degree there may be in different cases the 
nature of decision is ahvays the same, and a 
noble nature it is; even they who do not 
possess it must surely wish for decision of 
character when they see what work it gets 
through, what difficulties it overcomes, what 
services it renders to others, what respect it 
gains, what place and room it makes for itself, 
like a strong man clearing his way to press 
through a crowd of people who merely sway 
to and fro without an aim. The power of 
decision has often been seen when a great 
fire has broken out, hundreds of men come 
and stare, make a noise, get in the way one 
of another, and, having no plan, waste time 
and strength while the fire increases; then one 
man comes through the mob, quickly, quietly 
he sets the others to work ; they know not 
w^ho he is but they feel he knows what to do, 
and they yield to his decision as to one who 
has a right to take the lead. 

True decision implies prudence and judg- 
ment, for without these it would be mere 
rashness to decide. There may be in some 
cases very little time for weighing evidence 
and arguments, or reckoning consequences, 
yet tberQ is always an ^ct Qf qpmpajring and 
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judging, as much as the matter requires and 
as the conditions allow. This holds good in 
seasons of great and sudden danger, when 
something must be decided on, perhaps in an 
hour or moment. 

Decision implies strength and perseverance 
to pass from thought to action, and then, 
having begun the work, to carry it through. 
It is found in nature that hving creatures are 
formed not only in part but altogether so as 
to fit their ways of life ; for example, the birds 
which find their food in the water have necks 
and bills suited for fishing, legs for wading, or 
web-feet for swimming; the eagle has not 
only eyes like telescopes for long sight, but 
also great wings for long flight, and when he 
has swiftly reached his prey his strong feet 
and hooked talons enable him to carry it off 
to his nest. So, generally, where there is 
decision there is power to act it out. 

Decision implies courage, but not boasting, 
for true courage is calm in conscious strength. 
Cowards are often, heroes never, braggarts. 
It is almost impossible that any one can be a 
really great man without decision; many a 
clever one is weak and wavering, but clever- 
ness is very different ftom ^e^Xtifc's&sYcAftsA 
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some clever men are miserably weak and 
foolish in all but one or two things, and have 
not decision enough to do that which they 
know to be right. Gentleness is quite in 
keeping with decision, the two in union make 
a character which may be compared to fine 
steel-work, which delights the eye by its deli- 
cacy, and at the same time will bear a greater 
strain than coarse cast-iron. Hence it comes 
to pass that there have been and slill are so 
many women whose decision and strength of 
noble purpose were equal to those of men. 

The Bible gives us patterns of both women 
and men. Who would not admire the decision 
of the three women, Rebekah, Ruth, and 
Esther, and of the three men, David, Daniel, 
and Paul ? Rebekah had heard how Provi- 
dence had directed Abraham's servant in his 
errand ; she saw the Divine purpose pointed 
out by the finger of God ; her family " called 
Rebekah and said unto her. Wilt thou go 
with this man? And she said, I will go.'* 
Ruth might have gone back to her old place, 
but she clung to Naomi and said, " Whither 
thou goest I will go ; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God." EstKet ^•a^'^ 
the deadly peril hanging ovet Yv^x^^Vi "wx^^nj^^ 
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people ; she decided, " So will I go in unto 
the king, which is not according to law ; and 
if I perish I perish." David, though but a 
stripling, as soon as he saw Goliath, decided 
to fight the giant there and then, whose 
brazen armour, shield, spear, and sword 
daunted not the youth who had a shepherd's 
sling a/id faith in God. Daniel "purposed 
in his heart that he would not defile himself," 
and that, though his foes might get him cast 
into the den of lions, he would not give up 
prayer and thanksgiving to his God. He 
stood to his decision. See also the decision 
of his three companions in chapter iiL St 
Paul, as soon as our Saviour called him, 
obeyed, was baptised, preached the gospel, 
and having at once decided for Christ, con- 
tinued faithful, being as he said ready also to 
die, as at last he did, for the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Bold as all these were in their 
decision, they were successful, and if they 
had not succeeded it would have been not 
less for their honour that they decided as 
they did, come what might. 

Decision is accompanied by a kind of 
pleasure, as indecision is followed by a sort 
of pain ; and it is easy to imagine the pure 
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delight with which these worthies kept the 
path once for all chosen. Decision may be, 
ought to be, suspended until the facts be pre- 
sented according to which it is to be formed, 
but not longer ; to delay or waver after the 
case has been clearly seen in its true light is 
unworthy because unreasonable. Everything 
worth a decision should have one, the fairest, 
soundest, wisest, most practical one we can 
make. This our Lord set before us when He 
said, " Which of you, intending to build a 
tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 
Or what king, going to make war against 
another king, sitteth not down first, and con- 
sulteth whether he be able with ten thousand 
to meet him that cometh against him with 
twenty thousand ? Or else, while the other 
is yet a great way off, he sendeth an am- 
bassage, and desireth conditions of peace." 
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T can hardly be necessary to explain 
what is meant by " decision for 
Christ/' but it may be useful to give 
a little space to noticing some of the 
chief points which are contained in the great 
stedfast resolve which is so called. First, to 
hear Him ; that is, to attend to all He has 
said, trying to understand His meaning, and 
keep the same in mind ; remembering that, 
as He declared, " I have not spoken of my- 
self, but the Father which sent me, He gave 
me a commandment what I should say and 
what I should speak." Second, to believe 
Him ; that is, to trust Him, to taJce as surely 
true whatever He teaches, commands, 
threatens, promises, and foretells ; to raise no 
objections, to find no faults, although His 
words may seem hard or strange to our weak 
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minds ; to have all confidence in His truth, 
wisdom, power, and love ; and all this joy- 
fully, because He said, " He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life ; " and, ** God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." Third, 
to obey Him, as He said, — " If ye love me, 
keep my commandments ; " " Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you/* 
Fourth, to follow Him. He may lead into 
rough places, or up steej) paths, but He knows 
the best way ; and decision for Christ is to go 
on in His footsteps, to make and keep a firn; 
resolution that no danger, no diflficulty, shall 
frighten us ; that nothing, however we may 
wish to stay with it, shall persuade us to stay 
behind ; in short, that nothing on earth shall 
keep us back, or turn us back from Him who 
has said to us, ** Follow me." Fifth, to 
imitate Him. He is the only perfect Son and 
Image of God ; the more we copy Him the 
more we become like the Heavenly Father ; 
and this is God's desire, that all His children 
learn to shape their thoughts, words, and con- 
duct after the pattern He gives us in Christ, 
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that so we all may be one in Him who is one 
with the Father. It is an easy way to try 
ourselves to say — If Jesus were in my place, 
what would He say or do ? That will I do, 
and what He would not do, that will I not do. 
Sixth, to give up to Him our own will, and 
with it all we are and all we have, saying from 
the heart, as St. Paul said to Him, ** Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do ? " and as He 
said to His Father, " Not my will, but Thine 
be done." Seventh, to be altogether His in 
love, to give ourselves to Him, to be for ever 
united to Him in heart and spirit ; as husband 
and wife joined in marriage are one flesh, so 
"he that is joined unto the Lord is one 
spirit." 

A warning is needful ; beware that you be 
not like the young man who came running to 
Jesus to ask what he should do to obtain eter- 
nal life ; but who, when Jesus told him, turned 
and went away very sorrowful because he 
could not or would not give up his posses- 
sions and decide for Christ An encourage- 
ment is needful. See on the other hand the 
examples of Simon, Andrew, James, John. 
Simon and Andrew were fishing, Jesus said to 
them the same word as to that young man — 
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** Follow me," and at once they left their nets 
and followed Him. James and John were 
mending their nets, them He called in like 
manner, and they left not only their nets, but 
the boat and their father, and followed Jesus. 
There was decision for Christ ! Since that 
day thousands, young and old, have done 
likewise ; and at this moment His words reach 
your ears — " Follow me." Here I would ask 
you — Is He not worthy to be heard, believed, 
obeyed, followed, copied, loved? Can you 
not trust yourself to Him? Is it not wondrous 
honour and joy to be at once and for ever 
His ? Think of Christ's decision for us ! He 
knew all our weakness, ignorance, sinfulness, 
yet He decided to come from heaven to the 
dreadful cross to save us ; He wavered not, 
He tilrned not back from the cruel death 
prepared for Him ; though all His disciples 
forsook Him and fled. He went on to the 
scourging, on to the nailing, and then to death, 
because He had decided to do the Father's 
will and save every one who comes to Him. 
It is sad to think that any one can own the 
claims of Jesus to our faith, love, and obedi- 
ence, yet not come to Him. A short time 
ago I met a little girl who had never seen me. 
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She was alone ; I tried to look friendly, hold 
ing out my hand to her ; she came smiling, 
put her hand in mine, and trusted herself tc 
me, a stranger, to lead her where I would, 
Why did she venture thus? Because she 
knew I was a friend of her father, who was 
not far off, and so she wisely decided that she 
would be safe with me. And shall He whc 
proved His love to us by dying for us, shal: 
He stretch out His pierced hands to you, call 
you with such gentle endearing words — ** Come 
unto me " — and be refused ? That He is re- 
fused, despised, insulted every day, we know, 
and it is grevious to Christians even to think 
of this ; how much more grievous this beha- 
viour to Him must appear to the holy angels ; 
most of all must it be grievous to Himself 
Let it never be said in heaven, earth, or hell 
that you were of the number of those whc 
made light of His tears and pains, disobeyed 
His call, rejected His love when He saidj 
" Give me thine heart.'* 

Yet think not that you are able by youi 
own will and strength to make and keep a 
saving decision for Christ. All Christians 
know by their own experience the truth of St. 
Paul's words, " Not that we are sufficient of our- 
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selves to think anything as of ourselves, but 
our sufficiency is of God.*' At the same time 
we must not say — If I cannot do anything 
by myself it is of no use to try. No ; we are 
bound to try, and in the act of faithful trying 
God gives us the needful power. We read 
that our Saviour said to a man whose right 
hand was withered, " Stretch forth thy hand. 
And he did so, and his hand was restored 
whole as the other." We see plainly that 
stretching forth the withered hand did not 
heal it, but while the man did what he could, 
obeying and trusting Christ's word ; then He 
who gave the command gave also the cure, 
the strength the man could never give to 
himself. 
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|NE of the arts which children very 
soon learn is to make excuses ; it is 
a poor mean-spirited art, and is 
most practised by the dishonest and 
untruthful. Not that children are the only 
ones who take to this trick ; we are all inclined 
to do a little something of the same sort. 
There are some excuses which are brought 
forward, over and over again, to hide the 
real motives of those who have not decided 
for Christ ; old and threadbare as they are, 
all too narrow and thin to cloak those who 
put them on, I will suppose some one to be 
using them, trying to take shelter under them 
as Adam did when he tried to hide himself 
amongst the trees so that he might keep away 
from God. How many excuses have been 
made I cannot tell, any more than I can tell 
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how many trees there were in that spot where 
Adam sought to hide, but about a dozen 
shall now be noticed. 

( 1 ) / api at present too young ; I mean to he 
more religious when I leave school^ or go into 
business^ or reach twenty-one^ or get settled. 
This is the old story of — " I am going to do 
it." Now think, are you too young to believe 
that God's word is true, that Jesus died for 
us, and has the right to command us ? Are 
you too young to be saved? You are old 
enough to know what your parents say to 
you, old enough to love and obey them, then 
you are old enough to know what your Father 
in heaven tells you to do, and to do it. 

(2) I fear to be thought strange^ different 
from other people. Which people ? If you 
fear to be thought different from the people 
of God, that is quite right — may He keep you 
from being " strange " to them ; but if you 
wish to be like those who are worldly and 
care not for Him, remember what is written 
by St. James — " Whosoever will be a friend 
of the world is the enemy of God." 

(3) I fear to be laughed at, I should be 
ashamed to say I had decided for Christ, He 
says He will be ashamed of those who are 
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ashamed of Him. So think — Is it better to 
be laughed at by sinners, or, in the day of 
judgment, suffer the shame of being disowned 
and banished into outer darkness by the 
Holy One. 

(4) / /ear to be counted among Pharisees 
and hypocrites, God knows your thoughts 
and desires. If you decide for Christ you 
cannot be of the Pharisees, because they 
trusted in their own righteousness, but all 
who rightly believe in Christ trust in His 
righteousness ; nor can you be of the hypo- 
crites, because they have not in heart decided 
for Christ, and God who searches all hearts 
would know your sincerity. 

(5) I fear to profess myself a Christian^ lest 
I should not act up to my profession. But that 
is to profess yourself not a Christian, and that 
is an awful profession to make. Christ has 
said — " He that is not with me is against 
me." He calls you to profess and possess 
faith in Him. Hear what He says — " Who- 
soever shall confess Me before men, him will 
I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven." First believe, then profess your 
faith, and He will enable you to live up to 
your profession, 
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(6) / /lave tried to be good^ but have always 
failed. So have all others failed who have 
" tried to be good." What God calls you to 
do is, not to try to make yourself good, but 
to come to Him confessing yourself a sinner, 
and trusting the blood of Jesus to wash away 
your sins ; then God will forgive all you need 
to be forgiven, and will give you His Holy 
Spirit to purify your heart and life, to make 
you " good," not in yourself, but in Christ. 

(7) Others would oppose me, and I am too 
weak for opposition and arguments. Christ 
says — " My strength is made perfect in 
weakness." Be faithful to Him in love, and 
He will teach you, by His Spirit, and by His 
word, how to give a wise answer to any who 
may oppose you. 

(8) / have seen some people who appeared 
to be very religious, but I would not like to 
look as they look. You are not called to look 
like them or others, you are called to be like 
Jesus, in spiritual resemblance. You might 
find many persons who are eminent in science, 
learning, music and other arts, who have 
unpleasant faces and figures ; is that a reason 
for not learning what they have learned ? 
There are many rich people who are ugly and 
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ill-mannered, but perhaps you would not 
therefore shun wealth for fear of its making 
you look as they do ? 

(9) T/iere woitld be such hard things to 
leartt, and such unpleasant things to do, that I 
shrink from them. If you let God teach you 
it will be easy to learn all you need to know, 
and if you love Him you will think nothing 
too much to do for Him. Mind these words, 
they are as true now as when Moses wrote 
them,— "What doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, 
and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy 
lieart, and with all thy soul ? " The apostle 
John uses like words — " This is the love of 
God, that we keep His commandments, and 
His commandments are not grievous." Hear 
the Master Himself — " My yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.*' 

(10) I cannot give up amusements and other 
things whichy I suppose , must be renounced, as 
^^ pomps and vanity ^^ by those who mean to be 
religious. Do you mean to keep anything 
which is sinful ? And do you think you are 
called to give up anything except for your 

own r^al profit ? As lo amu^wx^ivXs^ there 
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are some good, some bad ; God's word does 
not say you must leave off singing, or laughing, 
or playing; there are many sorts of amuse- 
ment which you may enjoy in a proper way. 
It is only a mistake to suppose that Christians 
ought to be dismal or dull, they are the only 
people who have a good reason to be merry 
and joyful all day long. 

(ii) T/ierc are so many different opinions 
about wJiat is right and what is wrong in reli- 
gion that I cannot tell which is the best ; at leasts 
I cannot feel sure, and I cannot make myselj 
believe. Men may be wrong, but you are 
not called to take their notions. "Come 
unto Me," " Follow Me," " Learn of Me,'' 
says the Lord and Saviour. You cannot err 
if you believe what He teaches as the truth, 
and do what He puts before you as duty. 
Thus obey Him, and He will keep to you 
His promise — " If ye continue in my word, 
ye are my disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth." As to making yourself 
believe, it is true you cannot do that, but 
what you can do you are bound to do, offer 
the simple effectual prayer — *' Lord, I believe, 
help Thou mine unbelief." The Holy Sijirlt 
has three precious gifts tot tU^ ^V^ <^"^ 
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Christ, — ** The full assurance of understand- 
ing,*' "the full assurance of faith," and "the 
full assurance of hope." 

(12) /am already a Christian by birth, or 
baptism, or both ; is not that enough ? Do 
you think that is enough? No, you know- 
better, your own conscience and reason will 
tell you that if you are born of Christian 
parents and have been ** baptized into Jesus 
Christ" you are solemnly bound to live 
according to your position and profession, 
which is to follow the example of our Saviour 
and to be made like unto Him. It is not 
enough for a man in the army to wear a 
soldier's coat, he must do a soldier*s part in 
service and action. Think, how could you 
answer the question — " Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which I say ? " 

As to these and all other excuses, hear 
what the Lord says of those who were invited 
to a feast of good things — " They all with 
one consent began to make excuses;" did 
the Master of the house believe them or 
accept their answers? No, but He said — 
"None of those which were bidden shall 
taste of my supper." 



TREASON? FOF( Decision. 




I. Importance. 

ANY and great are the reasons why 
the young should, without delay, 
decide for Christ. To give an exact 
list of all such reasons is nearly 
impossible, they are of so many sorts, and 
at the same time so linked together; some 
of the strongest and plainest shall be now 
brought forward under nine heads — (i) Im- 
portance, (2) Duty, (3) Danger, (4) Hope, 
(5) Love to God, (6) Love to Neighbour, 
(7) Happiness, (8) Shortness of time, (9) Con- 
sequences. 

(i) Importance. No choice can be so 
important as this choice ; other things may be 
thought and spoken of in such a way as to 
make them appear greater ttv^m. XJc^^-^ \^'a^ 
are, but no one can fully iVvm^, xoxjlO^ \^^^ 
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describe, how all- important is decision for 
Christ. The loss of sight, or hearing, or 
limbs may be borne with cheerfulness, and 
life may still be enjoyed in usefulness : but, 
" what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world and forfeit his life, or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his life ? '* 
The life, soul, spirit, is but one, and is of 
more value than all gold and silver this earth 
contains. For this one only life there is one 
only Saviour. This life lost, all is lost ; that 
Saviour not accepted, God has none other 
to send. 

There are many people, young and old, 
who do not contradict the Bible, do not 
speak or act in the way that some openly 
wicked ones do, yet they are insulting God, 
and losing their souls by not paying any 
attention to Him or to the importance of 
salvation. They are like those invited ones 
of whom we read, not that they attacked the 
servants who brought the invitation, not that 
they disbelieved its reality, but, that ** they 
made light of it, and went their ways." They 
did not stop to think of the king's kindness, 
of the honour and pleasure he meant for 
them, nor of their insulting x:ontempt towards 
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him ; other common-place things were more 
to them than all the king had prepared for 
them. Let their conduct and its punishment 
be a warning to you. Beware of the folly 
which is taken up with trifles and neglects 
the precious things. The world is full of 
people sensible enough in other business, 
who as to the affairs of the soul are no wiser 
than the savages who barter away gold and 
gems for beads, bits of looking-glass, and 
other such trumpery. Many have I known 
who sold their very selves to sin for the sake 
of showy clothes and finery; they did so 
with their eyes open, and although they 
would own they were wrong they did not 
feel the importance of the soul; in short, they 
had " made light of it." Can any foolishness 
or madness be worse than this ? 

See how excited young people are about 
something which after all is but a trifle, how 
eager they are to get it, or go to see it, or 
know all about it. How curious they are to 
learn if others hare got it, or seen it, and 
what they think of it. Contrast this with 
their carelessness about that one thing which 
is of more importance than all that is in the 
world, the best worth having, the best worth 

4 
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seeing, the best worth knowing, and which 
they who do possess it declare to be the 
most delightful of all good things. Ah ! 
these senseless triflers chatter, and laugh, and 
go their ways down to the grave, without one 
earnest thought on the saying of Jesus to 
Martha : " One thing is needful ; Mary hath 
chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her." You who now read these 
words make Mary's choice, decide for Christ 
A few years ago you were occupied with 
various things which then seemed to you 
to be important ; some of them are now alto- 
gether forgotten ; others, although remem- 
bered, look so small that you wonder how 
it was you could then make so much of them 
as you did : to-day other affairs take up your 
time and thought, but if you live a few years 
longer they also will lose their interest, and 
if you reach even middle age few indeed of 
present hopes, or fears, pleasures, or dis- 
appointments will keep a place in your hearts 
or minds. And it needs no angel or prophet 
to tell you that the cares, delights, gains, 
losses of all this present lifetime will be as 
dreams or shadows when you pass into the 
life beyond. 
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It may be difficult to feei, but reason con- 
fesses the importance of that world to come, 
which is for ever; it cannot be doubted by 
any one who is not an infidel, and conscience 
warns to so resolve and so live now that we 
may have a happy entrance into that world 
where all is true, good, and eternal. Weigh in 
the scales of sound reason the soul and all 
earthly things ; hold the balance fairly, let no 
one touch it with a cheating or a mocking 
finger ; remember who watches from heaven, 
and as in His sight, judge righteous judg- 
ment ; so doing, you are sure to see that the 
life, the real spirit-life or soul, outweighs all 
that earth can put in the opposite scale. 
Then, if you consider what it is best to do 
with this soul, where it can be safely kept, 
who has proved His ability to save it from 
all dangers and enemies ; prudence, as well 
as higher motives, can only prompt to one 
conclusion, which is decision for Christ. 

11. Duty. 

Ought is a great word, a wonderful word. 
It is used in more senses than one, so we 
do well to make sure of its meaning. If you 
be told you oug/i^ to see the roses the gardener 
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has sent in, the meaning is you should see the 
roses because the sight of them would give you 
pleasure. If you be told you ought to give 
the jeweller the old rings which are useless to 
you for a new watch which you want, the 
meaning is you should make the exchange 
because it would be for your profit. But if 
you be told you ought to speak respectfully 
to your father, the meaning is you should 
thus speak because so to do is your duty. It 
is plain that the same word ought means im- 
mensely more in the third case than in the 
first and second. If you neglect looking at 
the gardener's flowers, and decline to accept 
the jeweller's bargain, you injure neither of 
these men ; and as for yourself you only miss 
some enjoyment and a little gain of money's 
worth : but, if you refuse to speak respectfully 
to your father you wrong him on earth, and 
break the law of heaven. 

In saying you ought to obey God, the 
meaning is, it is your duty to obey Him, you 
are bound to obey Him ; if you do not, you 
are in rebellion against His law and His love. 
It is also true that if we do our duty to God 
we shall at the same time find profit and 
pleasure in so doing, but the main fact to be 
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kept before the mind is that we are not free 
to obey or disobey God, to love Him or leave 
Him. He commands us to hearken to His 
Son, that is to obey Jesus : ** There came a 
voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my be- 
loved Son : hear him,** and of Him St. Peter 
repeats the prophecy — " Him shall ye hear in 
all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 
And it shall come to pass that every soul 
which will not hear that prophet, shall be de- 
stroyed from among the people." 

Our Lord Jesus spoke with authority, com- 
manding obedience : " Ye call me Master 
and Lord ; and ye say well ; for so I am." 
"And why call ye me, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say ? " "Ye are my friends if 
ye do whatsoever I command you." Parents, 
relations, friends, neighbours have claims on 
us, but not one nor all in the world can ever 
have right to ask of us what He demands 
thus — " He that loveth father or mother, son 
or daughter more than me, is not worthy of 
me. And he that taketh not his cross and 
followeth me is not worthy of me." " He 
that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." 
These facts, which cannot be too strongly 
stated nor too much pressed on young and 
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old, seem to be hardly thought of by thou- 
sands who, while they say they believe in 
Him, act as if they were independent of God, 
owing Him no reverence, no service, no love. 

The commandments which our Lord lays 
on us are all given in love, for our good. A 
physician orders his patients, a teacher orders 
his pupils ; and, if they have good sense, they 
obey, even if only for their own advantage : 
how much more ought we to obey the Teacher, 
Physician, Master, Friend, who has proved 
that He desires our present and everlasting 
welfare ! Not to know our duty to Him is 
grievous ignorance, to know yet not to do it 
is dreadful sin against Him who has every 
right to all we are and all we have; every 
right, for He is our Creator, Father, Master, 
King, and also our Redeemer and Owner; 
for so it is plainly taught in these words — 
" Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with 
a price, therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God*s;" and 
" Ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
silver and gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ'* 

It must not be forgotten that delaying to 
obey is refusing to obey, putting off till another 
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day that which God commands us to do to- 
day is rebeUion. His word is — " To-day if ye 
will hear His voice harden not your hearts/' 
Notice the promptness with which Abraham 
obeyed God, even when ordered to do that 
which was most against his natural feelings : 
" He rose up early in the morning, and took 
Isaac and went unto the place of which God 
had told him," fully intending there to offer 
up his son. This is a fine example of how 
faith leads to obedience. The mother of 
Jesus knew that He was to be obeyed ; she 
did not ask, she had no right to ask, for any 
such honour or service for herself, but she 
wisely said to the servants at Cana, where 
He made the water wine — ** Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it." And so, in His name, 
it is said now to you : He says the same, as 
you have heard — ** If ye love me, keep my 
commandments," ** Whatsoever I command 
you." 

Nothing that you can give or do is well- 
pleasing to God until you obey Him, by obey- 
ing Christ. Saul's case is a warning to us ; 
commanded by God to do one thing he did 
another thing, and tried to justify himself by 
saying that the other thing was to sacrifice 
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unto God ; but Samuel the prophet rebuked 
him, and taught us by the reply — " Behold to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams ; stubbornness is as ini- 
quity and idolatry." Would that I could say 
in the ears of all who have not yet yielded 
themselves unto God, the words of Jeremiah' 
to the king Zedekiah who was ruined by not 
hearkening to them — " Obey, I beseech thee, 
the voice of the Lord, which I speak unto 
thee ; so it shall be well unto thee, and thy 
soul shall live." 

III. Danger. 

As soon as we are born we are in danger of 
death. A thousand perils await our entrance 
into this world ; they surround us, and at every 
moment threaten our life. Chief danger of all 
is that of eternal spiritual death. As we get 
beyond infancy we grow out of some dangers, 
but it is not so as regards this one ; on the 
contrary, as we advance in years, unless we 
find the way of escape, this danger becomes 
greater and greater with increasing age. 
There is a warning voice all through the Word 
of God telling us plainly of this peril, of its 
greatness, continual presence and nearness, 
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of the way by which we may be delivered, of 
the need of effort to take advantage of the 
means whereby we may be saved. 

God does not pretend that there is such a 
danger only that He may frighten us, as a 
lying nurse often works on the fears of a 
child to make him obedient by terror ; but as 
a pilot warns passengers in a ship of perils 
before and around which they see not ; so. 
He who knows all tells us, in kindness, of 
terrible things which our eyes cannot behold, 
but which are not the less real. Many are 
the passages which might be quoted from the 
Bible ; let these be taken as examples — ** Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth." " Hear the word at my mouth, and 
give them warning from me." " To flee from 
the wrath to come." " Seek ye the Lord 
while He may be found, call ye upon Him 
while He is near." " Yet a little while the 
light is with you, walk while ye have the light 
lest darkness come upon you." ** While ye 
have light, believe in the light, that ye may be 
children of light." " Work out your own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
who worketh in you." "If the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
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and the sinner appear." " Behold I come 
quickly : hold that fast which thou hast, that 
no man take ihy crown." The general 
meaning of these solemn words cannot be 
mistaken by any honest reader ; they point to 
the greatest of all dangers, and do this that 
we may be warned in time and flee for safety, 
as our merciful God desires, who says of Him- 
self — " Why will ye die ? I have no pleasure 
in the death of Him that dieth, wherefore 
turn and live ye." 

It is the part of courage not to think of 
some dangers before they appear, and when 
they have to be met, then lightly to pass 
them by, or boldly to face them ; thus they 
are best avoided or overcome. But it is a 
mark of foolhardiness, that is of mad rashness, 
thus to behave as regards dangers of some 
other sorts. For instance, there are some 
nervous feelings which the less people, es- 
pecially young people, think of them, the 
better it is for health and good spirits, and 
the more such feelings are yielded to the 
worse they will become. But there are heart 
complaints, which if we try to conquer by 
forcing ourselves (under the pretence that 
they are only fancies) to run, jump, and take 
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Other violent exercises, will probably be soon 
proved to be dire reality by the saddest of all 
proofs, even sudden death. As to the spiritual 
danger now spoken of, the most dreadful of 
all, it is worse than madness to slight it as if 
it had no existence, or dare it as if it could be 
safely defied. Let the sons-in-law of Lot serve 
as an illustration ; he repeated to them the 
merciful warning he had received, and which 
for himself he believed, " Up, get you out of 
this place : for the Lord will destroy this city. 
But he seemed as one that mocked unto his 
sons-in-law." They despised or defied the 
danger, and, by so doing, quickly perished. 
The danger we are considering is of two 
forms, one, that of dying before salvation has 
been sought and found by deciding for Christ. 
There is sad cause to think that every day 
some who have heard the warning are cut off 
in their sins, having lingered and put off their 
repentance till at last they went out of the 
world unwashed, unforgiven. " God now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent." 
Jesus said — " If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me ; " but they had treated these 
words as if God did not mean what He said, 
and they had not thought it might be true of 
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them : " Thou fool, this night thy soul is re- 
quired of thee." 

The other form of the danger is that of 
becoming hardened in carelessness, blinded 
by unbelief, and so perishing. There are 
descriptions given in Holy Writ of such a 
state. Pharaoh is an instance. Two passages, 
one from the Old Testament and one from 
the New, must suffice. " They would none 
of my counsel : they despised all my reproof. 
Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their 
own way, and be filled with their own devices ; 
for the turning away of the simple shall slay 
them." " If thou hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes." 

Thanks be to God, He who knows the 
danger is He who warns us to flee from it 
without delay, and He who so warns is fully 
able, and as willing as able, to deliver us. 
His way of saving is easy and certain, " That 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised Him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved." "Jesus, which delivereth us 
from the wrath to come." 
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IV. Hope. 

Having seen what reason there is, because 
of great danger^ for committing ourselves to 
Christ, who is able to save to the uttermost, 
we turn now to consider another reason for de- 
ciding to follow Him, which is hope. It might 
be thought at first, that either one of these 
reasons must shut out the other, but this is 
not the case. As shade and light, so danger 
and hope, though unlike, are connected as 
well as contrasted. When near together, the 
dark makes the light look brighter, and the 
light makes the shade look deeper ; in like 
manner the souFs danger kept in view brings 
out more and more clearly the soul's hope. 
If there were no hope the knowledge of our 
danger could only drive us to despair. Sailors, 
when they have lost all hope, have been known 
o get drunk, that so they might lose all care 
and thought. On the other hand, when there 
is a reasonable hope of escaping from some 
peril, such hope is one of the most effective 
helps ; it seems to call forth wise thoughts and 
new strength for needed efforts; as when 
shipwrecked men, tossing in an open boat and 
worn down by labour and hunger, spy a dis- 
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tant vessel, they are so excited by the hope of 
being rescued, that they seize their oars and 
row harder than they ever did before, that 
they may get near enough to be seen and 
saved : though the waves be high and the 
ship be far off, yet they will toil and tug at 
the risk of dying in the strain. It is plain 
they do their very utmost because they are 
urged by both danger and hope. 

There is nothing selfish or cowardly in our 
fearing because of peril, and labouring because 
of hope ; to do otherwise would be folly. 
God, who knows our nature, puts before us 
both these to move us ; He speaks to stir us 
up to fear because of our danger, and to strive 
because of our hope; as, for instance, "Let 
us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us 
of entering into his rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it. Let us labour there- 
fore to enter into that rest." 

No food can strengthen, no wine can cheer, 
as hope can. The greater and worthier the 
object of desire, the greater will be the influ- 
ence that hope of obtaining it will exert on 
our feelings and actions. The noblest, the 
most precious prize for which we can strive is 
life ; holy, perfect life ; this it is we are bidden 
to seek and encouraged to secure for ourselves. 
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Hope is natural to the young ; youth is the 
season of hope. I may safely reckon that you 
have many hopes, pointing to days future; 
over all these let one hope be king, ruling the 
lesser desires and expectations, keeping them 
in their proper places according to worthiness. 
The character, the excellence, the certainty, 
the grandeur of the hope-royal will be best 
set forth by these few sentences from Holy 
Scripture — ** Jesus Christ our hope." ** Hope 
of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, pro- 
mised before the world began." " That bles- 
sed hope.** ** A lively hope." " Hope maketh 
not ashamed." "We might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us ; which hope 
we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and stedfast." " We are saved by hope." 

The effect of this heavenly hope deserves 
our best attention. St John tells us — ** Every 
man that hath this hope purifieth himself." 
You see the practical nature of Christian hope ; 
it is no mere feeling, but works in us as a 
motive power. By this we can discern be- 
tween false hope, which deceives the soul, and 
true hope, which leads the soul to watch, pray, 
and strive for holiness. 
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Hope is a pleasant thing to think of, to 
speak of. What a pleasure it is for both phy- 
sician and patient when the former can give 
the latter great hope of recovery ! The hope 
that these words of mine will be blessed by 
the Holy Spirit to bring dear souls to be saved 
by laying hold upon the hope set before them 
in the Gospel, is itself a joy to me. 

The reasonings now put before you are to 
urge you to live a life of hope ; that is, a life 
of cheerful expectation, heart and mind ever 
looking forward and upward. To say this to 
you cannot be to cast you down, to check your 
innocent pleasures, or deprive you of anything 
which is really good ; in fact, what is now said 
comes to this : Choose to live a joyful life of 
hope by yielding yourselves at once to " Jesus 
Christ our hope.*' 

V. Love to God. 

We have seen that duty is strong, the soul 
of duty is loz'e ; we have seen the power of 
/topfy the heart of hope is /ove. It is not 
enough to say there is nothing greater than 
love; it can be proved that there is nothing 
else as great as love. 

Like many other great words it is used to 
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express various things — for instance, he loves 
money ; that is, he has an undue desire to get 
and keep it; he loves pictures, that is, he 
admires their beauty ; he loves geology, that 
is, he takes much interest in it ; he loves his 
dog, that is, he is kind to it ; and there are 
other senses in which the word is employed 
short of the high full meaning with which we 
are here concerned. 

Every kind of love worth the name has 
some degree of pleasure ; it is true that love 
has often some shadow-like sorrow of its own, 
but it is nevertheless a truth, and a very in- 
structive one, that the greater the love the 
greater is the pleasure, and the higher the 
love the higher is the pleasure which attends 
the feeling and the expression of love. All 
service is made delightful by love, whatever 
is done, be it much or little, whether rough 
or smooth, open or secret, the mere fact that 
the doing is for one beloved makes the act, 
even if laborious or in itself disagreeable, to 
be indeed a pleasure. 

Love is not only a sentiment or feeling, it 
desires to be active and to occupy itself with 
all sorts of signs, tokens, and practical proofs. 
Love looks for such, takes all it can, and 

5 



54 DECISION FOR CHRIST. 

hopes for more. If love is always ready thus 
to receive, it is equally ready to bestow, is as 
fond of giving with one hand as of getting in 
the other; longing and lavishing go side by 
side together. Love is never tired of speaking 
and hearing its own language, a very simple 
one, in which a few words, particularly the 
pronouns thou, thee, I, me, mine, thine, take 
chief parts ; but great would be the error of 
supposing that love will be content with 
words only; no, you might as reasonably 
fancy that a bird can live on air because it 
flies in air, as think that love can be kept 
alive by soft speeches and empty professions 
of affection without deeds. Love cannot stop 
short of doing, and that reaches on to acts of 
sacrifice, to the offering up of inclinations, 
wishes, plans, will, and, in extreme cases, 
even life : all in free will yielded, for without 
willing devoted surrender love would not be 
love. 

The better the object of a love is in itself, 
the better will be the influence of that love on 
the one who loves, for it is a well-known rule 
that love tends to make the loving and the 
loved alike in mind and conduct. The best, 
the only perfect object of love is God ; the in- 
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fluence and effects of loving Him must be also 
the best; they who come to love God set 
themselves at once to find, as they can most 
easily, in His holy word, what is pleasing to 
God, that they do ; what is displeasing to Him, 
that they shun; they copy His manner of 
speaking, that is of thinking, feeling, judging, 
willing; the result of all which is sure to be 
that by the Holy Spirit teaching, inclining, 
enabling them to continue in so doing, they 
become more and more like Him whom they 
love ; they are renewed in the likeness of God. 
God declares Himself to be jealous ; that is 
not to be wondered at, it would be strange if 
He were not, for love is always jealous of its 
rights. If our love to God were perfect, as 
His love to us is. He would not be moved to 
jealousy, because we should not give Him 
cause to be so, by our giving to another the 
love which is due to Him ; but our hearts are 
prone to go astray from Him, to love others 
more than Him, thus provoking Him. We 
have to take heed that we do not so grieve 
Him. As our Creator is more to us than 
any fellow-creature can be. He only claims 
that which is His right in demanding that wc 
love Him above all. We have a reason 
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simple and sufficient for loving God, which is 
** because He first loved us." Even a little 
child can feel the force of this argument, and 
how much He loved us is showed by the fact 
that " God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." "God commendeth His 
love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us." 

Jesus said, **I and my Father are one." 
" He that hateth me hateth my Father also." 
** The Father himself loveth you because ye 
have loved me." It is equally true that if we 
love the Father we likewise love the Son. 
Not to decide for Christ is the same thing as 
not to love Him, not to love Him is the same 
thing as not to love the Father, and not to 
love God is the same thing as not to love 
Love, and this is to condemn self to be cut 
off from life with God, for " God is Love." 

Hearken to the tender-hearted Saviour's 
wor/is : " Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends." 
" Continue ye in my love." In calling us to 
follow Him, He calls us to enter into "the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 
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and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge ; " as we get older in the Christian 
life, to become ** rooted and grounded in 
love," and, finally, to enjoy with Him, where 
He is, the everlasting life of love, for His love 
to us and ours to Him could not be satisfied 
with less than complete and eternal love. 

Read together two passages, one is — " If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ let 
him be anathema" — that is, cut off {i Cor. 
xvi. 22) ; the other is — "Jesus saith unto him 
the third time, lovest thou me?" (John xxi. 1 7). 
Answer now, as Peter answered then : " Lord, 
thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that I 
love thee." 

VL Love to Neighbour. 

It would be uncharitable and unreasonable 
to suppose that any one now addressed in- 
tends to continue in sin ; you cannot wish to 
disobey God's commands or to despise His 
kindness \ on the contrary, I may trust that 
your desire is to obey Him in duty, and to 
serve Him in love, and we have seen that 
love cannot be proved except by obedience. 
In like manner you cannot wish to live for 
self only^ a life of selfishness is a life of sin, 
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for selfishness is by its nature opposed to love. 
The holy law given from heaven, though con- 
sisting of ten separate parts, can be summed 
up in two commandments, the first being — 
" thou shalt love God," the second — " thou 
shalt love thy neighbour ; " and the essence of 
the whole is in this one word love^ which in- 
deed represents law, gospel, duty, hope, and 
God Himself. 

This is the teaching of our Saviour, and so, 
after Him, His disciples taught He said — 
** A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another ; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another ; '* and His beloved 
disciple St. John adds — " My little children, 
let us not love in word neither in tongue; but in 
deed and in truth ; " ** He that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen ? " " And this 
commandment have we from Him, that he 
who loveth God love his brother also.'* How 
this sweetest of all lessons was learned we 
can see in the history of St. Paul, who, having 
been once a fierce hater of Christians, perse- 
cuting them to death, was so changed by be- 
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lieving the love of God in Christ that he says 
of himself, ** the love of Christ constraineth 
us; " " we were gentle among you, even as a 
nurse cherisheth her children ; so being affec- 
tionately desirous of you, we were willing to 
have imparted unto you, not the gospel of 
God only, but also our own souls, because ye 
were dear unto us." And, passing from him- 
self to others he charges them thus : " By love 
serve one another." 

Consider what dignity there is in service. 
So far is serving others from lowering or de- 
meaning us that there is nothing more 
honourable, inasmuch as it is imitating Him 
who is higher than the highest of earth. Of 
Him we read that " He took upon Him the 
form of a servant" He said — " I am among 
you as he that serveth,"provingwhat He said by 
a most striking action, that of washing the 
feet of His disciples ; and adding, ** I have 
given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you." 

To be of the very greatest use to others, to 
do them the best possible service, you must 
minister to them in spiritual love ; to do so 
you must be in Christ, learning of Him, 
copying Him, having His words on your lips, 
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His spirit in your hearts; that is, you must 
have first decided for Christ, given yourselres 
to Him, become one with Him in livhg, 
loving, spiritual union. 

It has pleased God to make children and 
young people magnets, that is to make ihem 
by nature attractive; they can, and do, with 
hardly any effort on their part, draw to them 
other persons, not only of their own age, but 
also older and even aged ones. What a 
noble, what a Christ-like thing it is to draw 
others to you, not for vanity, not for selfish 
ends, but that you may be instruments in the 
hand of God to draw souls to Him, for their 
present and eternal profit, and for His glory ! 
Jesus said, " I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me.*' Pieces of iron 
are made magnets by being brought into 
proper contact with a strong magnet ; even a 
needle, small as it is, can be made to attract 
and to point north and south by having a 
magnet duly passed over it ; so is it with us, 
we draw others by being ourselves first drawn 
to Christ, and influenced by Him to be like 
Him. You are, as was said before, by nature 
attractive; now if that which is natural be 
heightened and spiritualised by the Spirit of 
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Christ acting on you, then who knows what 
power you may exercise to draw souls to be 
joined to Him ? Then you will try to please 
others for their good, to win them by loving 
words and ways, as you have been won ; to be 
and to do thus it must be with you as with 
those of whom St. Paul says, while praising 
their service of love to others, " they first gave 
their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by 
the will of God.'' 

Let then this service of love to your neigh- 
bour, with all its honours and blessedness, 
urge and encourage you at once to decision 
for Christ. 

VIL Happiness, 

To desire happiness is natural to us all, 
but we do not by nature know how to obtain 
happiness ; and, being ignorant of the right 
way, we wander in wrong ways, and mis- 
taking bitter for sweet, sweet for bitter, fall 
into many sorrows. Our heavenly Father 
desires our happiness. He kftows how to 
make us happy and delights in filling us with 
gladness. His pleasure is to see His children 
all and always joyful. He is grieved by those 
who refuse to let Him teach them the secret 
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of happiness. One of His pleasant rules, 
repeated in various forms during the old days 
before the gospel, is — "Thou shalt rejoice 
before the Lord thy God, in all that thou 
puttest thine hands unto." He appointed 
feasts which were to be times of great glad- 
ness, and to all who loved Him it was said, 
as it is now — " Let the righteous be glad and 
rejoice before God ; let them also be merry 
and joyful." 

When our Saviour was born a herald-angel 
said to shepherds — " I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which shall be to all." When 
Jesus preached His gospel and did His mighty 
works He was teaching the way of true and 
endless happiness to all who believed Him. 
Not only did He make glad the afflicted by 
His miracles of healing, He said — "These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full/* " Your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy. I will see you again, and your heart 
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh 
from you." 

His apostles preached the "good tidings ;" 
and where there was faith to trust the gospel 
there was gladness j as, for instance, we read 
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that when Philip preached in Samaria ** there 
was great joy in that city." St. Paul says, 
time after time, such words as — " Rejoice in 
the Lord alway, and again I say, rejoice." 
St. John teaches the same — " These things 
write we unto you, that your joy may be 
full.;' 

Liberty brings happiness. Christ's service 
is perfect freedom : in Him we have the 
highest, noblest liberty, as He said — " If the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed." Duty-doing brings happiness. We 
have seen that our first duty is to God, that 
this is not done unless we yield ourselves in 
faith to obey Christ, and that doing His will 
is joyful service. Safety brings happiness. 
While danger continues it is not possible to 
have the same joyful feeling as when we 
know the danger is past Souls out of Christ 
cannot have the joy which is possessed by 
those who know themselves saved in Christ 
And it is not, as some think, presumption to 
say that we can have this knowledge. Hope 
brings happiness. The hope of eternal life 
with Christ is the highest hope, therefore they 
who trust Him are happy according to their 
faith. Happiness is not to be desired in a 
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selfish spirit, this would be contrary to the 
mind of Christ, whose doctrine and example 
were against all selfishness; we are not to 
follow Him only that we may by so doing 
enjoy ourselves, but we are to believe Him 
because He is the Truth, and obey Him 
because He is Lord. Love brings happi- 
ness. Loving the Lord our God, and loving 
our neighbour must fill the heart of a Christian 
with double joy, making it like the sky which 
has both sun and moon shining at the same 
time. Conscience-peace brings happiness. 
While we are inwardly condemned, that is 
by our own heart, we may have excitements 
which pass for pleasure, but we cannot be 
happy. On the other hand, by faith in Christ 
we have peace with God, and with our own 
conscience ; then, whether things round about 
us be pleasant or not, we have inward happi- 
ness, the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding. 

There are many wicked and ignorant things 
said against religion by men who try to make 
the service of Jesus appear gloomy and sour ; 
those who so speak show by their words that 
they know neither Him nor His teaching. 
Mistakes about religion make people imhappy, 
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that is too true, but real knowledge of the 
gospel and living according to that know- 
ledge always will bring, as it always has 
brought, gladness into the heart. You may 
hear it said that this one and that one became 
mad by thinking too much about religion : 
it was not believing in Jesus, loving Him, 
following Him made them mad ; but when 
reason was gone they may have talked about 
religion in such a way as to make other people 
so think. And, on the other side, it is well 
known that the peace of mind, the joyful hope, 
the strength and patience which Christ gives 
to His own have kept thousands of Christians 
from madness, despair, and suicide. 

The experience of Christians, age after age, 
proves that Christ's service is as happy as it 
is holy; they are even if at times ** sorrowful 
yet alway rejoicing." I could tell of some in 
this world, others gone to a better, who were 
happier in their afflictions than those who are 
trying to live in pleasure without God. It is 
with good reasons, the best reasons, that you 
are now pressed and prayed to make sure of 
happiness in the only certain way, which is 
by decision for Christ. 
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VIII. Shortness of Time. 

Looking on the great and beautiful works 
of God over our heads and round about us, 
it is hard to keep fully before our minds 
that "all these things shall be dissolved," 
" the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat ; " yet this is the truth, our Lord fore- 
told it saying — " Heaven and earth shall pass 
away." In like manner when young people 
are in good health and high spirits, feeling 
neither pain, weakness, nor weariness, it is 
hard for them to think that all this may in a 
few days begin to change, and that in a little 
while they may " go hence and be no more 
seen " among the living. Yet this also is true, 
they know it is; the difficulty is to give 
practical attention to the fact, to take it into ac- 
count so as to govern our thoughts and ways 
according to the solemn reality. But the 
young and light-hearted can give due heed 
to this fact, and nevertheless enjoy life and all 
innocent pleasures of youth, having learned 
to be both merry and wise. 

Boys and girls of ten to twelve think it 
will be a very long time before they get to 
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twenty-one; young people who have just 
passed that age begin to feel a little sad that 
they must go on ; they look on men and 
women of forty as old, and regard sixty and 
seventy as at an immense distance; while 
they so think, like travellers driving fast, they 
pass one milestone after another, gray hairs 
surprise them, and they find they have left 
youth far behind, and that young people 
now count them among the old. The most 
aged people say that their long life is like a 
dream, confirming by their words what St. 
James wrote — ** For what is your life ? a 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away." The older we grow 
the quicker days, weeks, months, and years 
seem to go by ; with children they, as it 
were, creep; with the grown-up they walk, 
with the middle-aged they run, and with the 
aged they fly. I asked one who had passed 
her hundredth birthday — " How long does 
life appear to you now, when you look back, 
long or short ? " Her answer was — " Oh, 
short, short." 

St. Paul wrote — "The time is short,*' and 
St. Peter adds — " the end of all things is at 
hand." It may be said, they were speaking, 
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not of lenglh or shortness of natural life, but 
of the time as God reckons from their day 
to the end of all things as they now are. 
Well, if that was their meaning, it remains 
true that as far as any one's share in the 
things of this world is concerned, the end 
of his life on earth is to him much the same 
as the end of the world, he has no more 
place nor part in that which is done under 
the sun ; leaving all his works to follow him 
his spirit returns to God who gave it, to be. 
dealt with by Him, the righteous Judge, 
according to the deeds, good or bad, done in 
the body during the short span of life on 
earth. These are the very simplest common- 
place truths which all know, but which need 
to be held up before their eyes, because so 
few lay the facts to heart, or use in earnest 
the fitting prayer — *'So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom." 

When Lot was warned to flee for his life, 
he was charged — "Look not behind, nor 
stay in all the plain, but haste thee, escape 
thither," that is, to the place of refuge. 
Moments were precious, the deadly judg- 
ment was very near, and *' iVv^ Kind's com- 
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mandment was urgent" Is the danger less, 
is the urgency less now? Our Saviour, 
speaking to His disciples, gave them a 
warning drawn from that history — "Re- 
member Lot's wife." Linger not, look not 
back, but " Escape for thy life," hasting unto 
Him who says — " Come unto me, I will give 
you rest." And take to yourselves that 
which He said of Himself — " I must work 
while it is day ; the night cometh when no 
man can work." How soon the night may 
fall you know not, nor will God tell you, 
but He says—" Work," " Watch," " Pray," 
"Strive." " Now is the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation." 

All our days and powers, all we are and 
have cannot be in themselves an offering 
worthy to be presented to God ; yet, if given 
to Him in faith, humility, and love, through 
the hands of Jesus our High Priest, God will 
accept and that with pleasure. How then can 
you keep back the free-will offering of youth? 
Youth is the flower of age, give it to Him 
while the bloom is fresh, while the early dew 
of life's morning lies on the opening buds. 
They who in days of worn-out age turn to 
God in repentance, and faith in Christ's 

6 
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blood are indeed saved, but they have lost 
for ever the blessings of a sanctified youth, 
lost the joy and honour of having yielded 
their first affections to Him who delights 
in the love of childhood and youth, who 
opened His arms to the little ones, and who 
will still make room for you beside John His 
beloved youngest disciple, to lean, as He did, 
"on Jesus's breast.*' 

IX. Consequences. 

When we are called to consider any course 
of action set before us, it is natural and 
reasonable to take into account the conse- 
quences of doing and of not doing that which 
awaits our decision. In some cases we can 
only guess, or, at best, partly know what will 
follow our action ; in others the results are full 
in view, and then of course it is easier to see 
what it is best to do. Now in the all-important 
matter we are here thinking of, we have the 
advantage of being plainly told by Him who 
cannot deceive nor be deceived what the 
consequences will be of obedience and also 
of disobedience to His loving commandment 
They are greater than any other sort of conse- 
quences can be, if it were only for this one 
reason, — they are eternal. In other matters 
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the effects of making a right or a wrong 
choice, a false step, or losing an opportunity, 
may influence for good or for ill many days 
or even all our days on earth, ending, how- 
ever, at the most, with life's end. But on 
our following or not following Christ hang 
immense consequences, which must not only 
take effect on our life in this present world, 
they must go with us into the endless world 
of the future. Here we can, by God's holy 
Spirit enabling, change from folly to wisdom ; 
from unbelief to faith, and then, being so 
changed, the consequences are likewise 
changed ; the evil effects of sin are put away, 
and we enjoy the happy effects of being made 
new creatures in Christ Jesus ; old things 
having passed away, all things become new. 
When we turn to see what is written in the 
Scriptures of truth we cannot find any account, 
any promise, any hope of such a saving 
change being possible in the world beyond. 

If an objection be here put forward that 
some learned men think even the most wicked 
sinners will not be punished for ever, but will 
either be put out of existence or be forgiven 
and saved, and that therefore the danger 
before spoken of is not so great as was said, 
let it be answered thus : — Learning does not, 
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of itself, keep men from making great mistakes 
in spiritual things ; some of the worst errors 
have been taught by clever persons who had 
read and written much, being like those 
described by St. Paul, as, ** ever learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth;" and what any one thinks or wishes to 
think touching this subject matters not ; the 
question is, ** What saith the Scripture ? " If 
God had meant us to believe that all the 
wicked will at last be forgiven and saved, or 
that their punishment shall sooner or later 
come to an end. He could have caused some 
plain words saying so to have been written 
in the New Testament which contains so 
many "great and precious promises;" but 
no such plain words are to be found, though 
sharp eyes have long been searching every 
chapter and verse, hoping to find them. Our 
Saviour's language about future judgment and 
sentence on evil-doers is very different from 
that employed by those who think there is 
no eternal punishment. He used the 
strongest and most terrible words, which 
makes it clear enough that His thoughts were 
not like the thoughts of these persons, and 
all they can do is to try to show that He did 
ot say what He was thought to say, or did 
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not mean His words to be taken as they have 
been taken by Christians ever since He spoke. 
There can be no doubt that these words of 
His convey awful ideas, and that He meant 
them so to do. The Old Testament told us 
that " God is a consuming fire," and in the 
New Testament not only is this repeated, but 
we find the Lord Jesus said the same in fuller 
form and with most dread descriptions. Now 
consider what you would have thought and 
felt if you had heard Him say what He did 
about the rich man and Lazarus ; would you 
have said. Oh, " flame " does not mean flame, 
** torments *' does not mean torments, " place 
of torment*' does not mean a place ? Or if 
you could have listened to the end of Matt. 
XXV., ** these shall go away into eternal pun- 
ishment, but the righteous into eternal life," 
noticing that He used the same word (for it 
is the same word) to denote the continuance 
of both the "life" and the "punishment,** 
would you have said "eternal" does not 
mean for ever ? Good men, speaking under 
excitement, often stretch language, and are 
carried away by their feelings so as to state 
things too strongly; or they may be mistaken 
and use words which are not the most true 
and fit to express things as they really are ; 
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but the Son of God did not thus err in 
thought or in speech; He said, '*I am the 
truth." Some reply — God's mercy is great, 
and future punishment is too dreadful to be 
thought of ; I would rather not read of it or 
hear it mentioned. They who so speak have 
to remember that God is the righteous Judge 
of all the earth, that rebellion against Him 
must be punished, and that there are many 
dreadful things, very painful to see, much 
more to suffer, which for all that are facts. 
Moreover we must not stop our ears against 
any, but open them to all, the words of God. 
To say I will hearken to His promises and 
blessings, but not to His tbreatenings and 
warnings, is folly against- self and rebellion 
against God. 

Now, suppose for a moment that there is 
to be no punishment at all for refusing to 
come to Christ and follow Him ! Even in 
that case you would be bound, both by duty 
and love, to yield yourselves to Him, to 
believe and obey Him ; not to do so would 
be the blackest unthankfulness as well as 
complete self-condemnation, and of those 
who could act in such a spirit the words 
would be too true — "They have rewarded 
jne evil for good, and hatred for my love.'* 
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All this being considered we com^ again 
to what must be the consequences of obedi- 
ence and of disobedience to Christ's call. 
We see that other things tend to go on as 
they have begun, and so do spiritual things. 
As Job said to his old friends, ** The right- 
eous shall hold on his way, and he that hath 
clean hands shall be stronger and stronger;" 
and as Paul said to young Timothy — " Evil 
men shall wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived." As it is in this world, 
so we may expect it will go on to be for good 
or for evil in the world beyond. Think, 
think of the consequences which will flow in 
eternity from your decision in time. Read 
the almost last words of the prophet Daniel 
— " Many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shanie and everlasting 
contempt. And they that be wise shall shine 
as the firmament, and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever." 
Would you shine as the stars ? Would you 
wear "a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away?" Would you have "authority over 
ten cities ? " Then decide for Christ. 



Conclusion. 




O all the counsels now given must 
be joined the caution well expressed 
in these good old words, " Know 
this, that thou art not able to do 
these things of thyself, nor to walk in the 
commandments of God, and to serve Him, 
without His special grace : which thou must 
learn at all times to call for by diligent prayer.", 
^lany there are who, trying by their own 
strength, are discouraged and turn back, 
because they fail in all their attempts. There- 
fore we must never forget what our Lord said, 
**No man can come unto Me, except it were 
given unto him of my Father." ** Without 
Me ye can do nothing.*' St. Paul adds — 
** Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmi- 
ties : for we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought." Good desires, pleasure in 
holy things, hunger for the bread of life, thirst 
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for the living water, knowledge of truth, 
proper feelings and fit utterance in prayer, 
love to God and love to neighbour, faith in 
Christ, courage in His service, patience in 
trouble, and joy in hope, all these and other 
good things like to them are gifts of the Holy 
Spirit through Jesus, from the Father. You 
will not even begin, much less go on aright, 
if you do not practically remember and act 
on this. Ask to be taught and strengthened 
by the Spirit of wisdom and might, relying 
on the i)romise, " Ask, and it shall be given 
you," " How much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him." Pray with all perseverance, humbly, 
earnestly, boldly, always and only through 
Jesus, with all confidence that ** whatsoever 
ye shall ask " of God, that is " according to 
His will " and good for you to have, " believ- 
ing, ye shall receive." 

Be diligent in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
asking to be taught how to digest them to 
profit; and store up in memory more and 
more texts, suitable for divers needs, uses, 
and occasions. Meditate on what you read, 
and as you grow in age you will increase in 
wisdom and spiritual stature. Let none per- 



78 DECISION FOR CHRIST, 

suade you that the Bible is too difficult and 
too doubtful as to meaning to be studied by 
you, that other books are better for the 
young, and that only clergymen and scholars 
who know Hebrew and Greek can understand 
the Scriptures ; to say this is to say that God 
has deceived us by professing to give a book 
fit for all, but which is fit only for a few. 
The Bible itself contains proofs in plenty 
that it is for young and old, learned and 
simple, for all, always, and in all the world. 
St. Paul says of Timothy, **From a child 
thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 

You may be troubled by fears that you will 
not be able to continue steadfast in the faith ; 
put away such thoughts, and, while you do 
not in the least trust your own resolutions or 
powers, trust with full assurance Him " that 
is able to keep you from falling," saying, as 
St. Paul said, " I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me;" and in 
moments of faintness or peril taking as a 
cordial the strong word of the Good Shep- 
herd, " My sheep hear my voice ; I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish." 
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Rejoice in the love and promises of God, 
in His declared will to save every one who 
comes to Him with repentance for sin, and 
faith in Christ's death and resurrection for us. 
And this also He would have us know for 
our comfort, that, when we do so believe. 
He forgives us all sin, forgives us at once, 
forgives us for ever ; for He says, " their sins 
and iniquities will I remember no more." 
Believing this who would not rejoice, and 
serve Him with gladness in love for love ? 

To the end you will have temptations, 
hindrances, difficulties, trials, but it is written, 
**sin shall not have dominion over you," 
and nothing that can be named is **able to 
separate us from the love of God," or take 
us out of Christ's hand. 

There are some questions about which 
many Christians have long arguments and 
serious differences ; you are too young to 
enter into such discussions, when older you 
will be better able to know and judge ; but 
now your wisdom and welfare will be in 
prayer, in searching the Scriptures, and 
quietly learning as the heavenly Teacher by 
the Holy Spirit will "guide you into all the 
truth.*' 
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Enough has now been said. I fear to 
weary you by too many words ; may God 
bless these to your good, to your present and 
abiding happiness. In all earnestness, in all 
affection, I bid you, I warn you, I beseech 
you — be decided. Make no excuses. By 
the supreme importance of salvation, by the 
claims of duty, by the dread of danger, by 
the joy of hope, by the sweet constraints of 
love to God and of love to neighbour, by the 
desire of happiness, by the shortness of time, 
and by the consideration of eternal conse- 
quences, '* come, for all things are ready ; " 
halt not between two opinions, put not off 
till to-morrow, but to-day resolve in strength 
Divine, and show to Heaven above and Earth 
below that by the grace of God you have 
made, and by His grace will keep, your 
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